Experience Report — Exchange Semester at Western Sydney University

My exchange semester at Western Sydney University was without a doubt one of the best
experiences of my life. Spending six months in Sydney allowed me to grow academically and
personally, and looking back, | would make the same decision again without hesitation. It
exceeded all my expectations and gave me unforgettable memories, lifelong friendships, and
experiences that | will always cherish.

University and Academic Experience

I was very impressed by Western Sydney University from the very beginning. The campus was
modern, beautiful, and well-equipped, offering excellent facilities for studying. There were
plenty of study spaces, libraries, and common areas where students could work together or
simply relax between classes. The overall atmosphere on campus was welcoming and
international, making it easy to feel at home.

One of the highlights of my semester was the variety of fascinating courses | was able to take.
My classes focused on topics such as international politics, disaster management,
development studies, diplomacy, and global justice. | found every course incredibly interesting
because they were highly relevant to current global issues and encouraged students to think
critically. Compared to my home university, the classes were much more interactive, with
discussions, presentations, and group work playing an important role. This created an
engaging learning environment and gave me the opportunity to exchange ideas with students
from many different cultural backgrounds.

The lecturers were approachable, supportive, and genuinely interested in their students’
success. They encouraged participation and were always happy to answer questions or
provide additional guidance. Overall, | learned a great deal, not only academically but also
through the diverse perspectives of my classmates.

Accommodation

| found my apartment on “Flatmates” after arriving in Sydney. | decided to look for
accommodation locally, which can be quite stressful at first, as it often requires attending
several inspections and viewing different apartments before finding the right place. However,
this process also gave me the opportunity to get a better feeling for different neighbourhoods
and choose a place that truly suited me.

I truly could not have imagined a better place to live during my exchange semester. Surry Hills
is a vibrant, safe, and lively neighbourhood filled with cafés, restaurants, parks, and local
shops. At the same time, it is only a short walk from Central Station, which made getting around
Sydney incredibly easy. From Central Station, | could reach almost every part of the city within
a short time, whether | wanted to spend the day at Bondi Beach, explore Newtown, visit
Circular Quay, or take a ferry to Manly. Having such a central location made everyday life
much more convenient and allowed me to experience everything Sydney has to offer.

| was also very lucky with my housemates. Living together created a warm and welcoming
atmosphere, and many of my favourite memories come from spontaneous dinners,
conversations, and evenings spent together after university.

Financing
Financing my semester abroad was one of the aspects that required careful planning. Since

living and studying in Sydney is quite expensive, | saved money in advance to make this
experience possible. | was only able to afford my exchange semester because of my own



savings and the financial support of my family, for which | am incredibly grateful. | worked
alongside my studies before my stay abroad to save enough money for my time in Australia.
This preparation helped me to enjoy my semester without constantly worrying about finances.
Nevertheless, | had to plan my expenses carefully, especially regarding accommodation,
travel, and everyday costs, as Sydney is one of the most expensive cities in the world. Looking
back, the investment was worth it. The experiences | gained, the friendships | made, and the
personal growth | achieved during these six months are invaluable. | am very thankful that my
family supported me in making this opportunity possible.

Life in Sydney

Sydney completely stole my heatrt. It is an incredibly beautiful city that perfectly combines urban
life with nature. | loved that it was possible to attend lectures during the day and then spend
the afternoon at one of the city's stunning beaches or go for a coastal walk. The relaxed
Australian lifestyle, the friendly people, and the beautiful surroundings made everyday life feel
like an adventure. Whether | was exploring new neighbourhoods, visiting local markets,
watching the sunset by the ocean, or enjoying one of Sydney's many cafés, there was always
something new to discover. During my semester, | also had the opportunity to travel around
Australia. Exploring different parts of the country made my exchange experience even more
special and allowed me to appreciate Australia's incredible landscapes and diversity.

Friendships

The most valuable part of my exchange semester was undoubtedly the people | met. | became
friends with students from all over the world, and together we experienced so many
unforgettable moments. We studied together, explored Sydney, travelled, celebrated special
occasions, and supported each other throughout the semester. What started as casual
conversations quickly turned into genuine friendships. | am incredibly grateful for these
connections and truly believe that many of them will last a lifetime. Meeting people from
different cultures broadened my perspective and reminded me how valuable international
exchange can be.

Conclusion

Looking back, my exchange semester at Western Sydney University was one of the most
rewarding experiences of my life. | not only gained valuable academic knowledge and
improved my English skills, but | also became more independent, confident, and open-minded.

Sydney is one of the most amazing cities | have ever visited. It's beautiful beaches,
multicultural atmosphere, excellent quality of life, and welcoming people made me feel at home
almost immediately. It is a place | will always associate with incredible memories and lifelong
friendships.

I can wholeheartedly recommend studying at Western Sydney University to future exchange
students. The six months | spent there were unforgettable, and | am deeply grateful for every
experience, every challenge, and every person who made this journey so special.



